s, and ot pools an cool days.

8

PRRLE
is)
8
|
a
2
£
Q
o
=
8
5
ﬂ.
-
i
b4
u
(TE}
i
Q
o
w
w
(a
2
g
2




Groups and Resorts
THE LURE OF DEEP CREEK

Seasonal Variations and Naturist Traditions al California’s Deep Greek Hot Springs

DEEP CREEK HOT SPRINGS, writes Mercer, offers first-time visitors “a natural, relaxed, clothing-optional environment.

Ron Mercer, Deep Creek Volunteers

OR MANY REGULAR VISITORS, Deep Creck Hor
Springs is paradise on carth. They come from all over
Southern California, joined by visitors from out of state
and sometimes out of the country. The Green Tortoise bus our of
San Francisco makes regular stops here as part of its Grand
Canyon tour.
Located on the high desert side of the San Bernardino
National Forest, Decp Creck Hort Springs combines the arid cli-
mate of the high desert with the landscape of a mountain creck.

The combination of the cool ereck waters with the volun-
teer-built hot water pools makes an ideal setting for year-round
use. In the summer, when the creek runs at near-bathwater tem-
peratures, many visitors can be found splashing and swimming,
either adjacent to the hot pools or in the many areas of deep water
both upstream and downstream from the pools. In winter, the
lure of the hot poals enrices visitors to wade through the icy creck
waters, generally about waist deep at the most popular crossing
site near the pools.

Hot water sources at these springs rise from deep within the
earth through mud, cracks in the rocks, or even through creck-

Photos by Michael J. Cooney

bottom sand. During summer if you sink your foot into the sand
you will often feel the hotter sand produced by some of these
SOUTCes.

The rocks, too, add to the Deep Creek experience, serving as
jumping-off points, as material for crearive stacking, and, because
of their myriad shapes and forms, as
prods to the imagination.

The place holds a magic to
many, allowing visitors to get in
touch with their more spiritual or
arrisric sides, as evidenced by those
who enjoy carving lictle wooden
heads, playing music, or making :
mud faces on the rocks. Some con- ;
sider it a place of physical and men-
tal healing; people are often seen _
taking mud baths and sitting on the ( &

rocks, caked in drying mud. AUTHOR RON MERCER
says while the balance
between nudes and textiles
varies at Deep Creek Hot
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These hot springs have been
visited since Native American rimes,
when the site was C.(JHSldc‘i"t.‘d sai:l_'ed Springs, the groups seem to
and shared by various ribes. The [T @ NI RSttt
Amurtcakaiem, who lived nearby, JEESERGERHENTN
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